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I am subscribed to a Native American Elders’ Meditation which comes
to my inbox every day, because, though I mainly seek wisdom from my
Celtic ancestors, I also find wisdom in the quotes, thoughts, and prayers of
the people from which the maternal side of my family originates. This was
today’s quote:

"…we talk about each one of us having our own path to travel, and our
own gift to give and to share. You see, what we say is that the Creator
gave us all special gifts; each one of us is special. And each one of us is a
special gift to each other because we've got something to share." --John
Peters (Slow Turtle), WAMPANOAG

As I read this, I began to muse over how appropriate this concept is to
the path of the Druid, this concept of sharing our divinely-endowed gifts
for the good of the People. And I believe the concept is especially pertinent
to us at this time of the year, at Imbolc, when we honor a powerful female
figure of light and inspiration: Brighid. Some people believe that the name
Bighid is derived from brio-aigit, “fiery arrow,” which is certainly a fitting
name for a goddess associated with three fires: the hearth, the forge, and
the flame of poetic inspiration. She is, of course, the Goddess of poetry,
healing, and smithcraft. In Irish tradition, poetry and seership are inter-
woven, so Brighid is often seen as the imbas behind divination and proph-
ecy as well. All of these are magical arts of transformation, and all of them
are talents that humans can possess. They are also gifts that can be of great
value to modern society, if only we use them for the benefit of all.

Walking the path of the Druid can cause us to consider, develop, and
appreciate our own talents and/or gifts. In fact, the journey will demand
that we come to know ourselves and our worth. In the Keltrian Tradition,
we are eventually asked to choose a discipline, which requires that we fo-
cus on ourselves for a time and on the inner work we must do to become
Druids. In this introspect state, we begin to focus on what is right for us.
As we focus on what is right for us, we will start to see our special gifts.
Then we can see how to share our special gifts with others, and we will
know which discipline to develop that will best utilize our gifts. We can
then each be gifts to one another, serving the Gods of our People in the
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those that are not natural to your area.

Having said that, it is time to plant some seeds.
Being that I cannot begin to plant outside for awhile
yet, I can begin to plant seeds in trays for planting
later. I begin some things in February, such as toma-
toes or delphinium, some of my herbs also take a very
long time to get started. I find that placing the seeds
when they arrive into the frig for a day or two will
help them germinate a little faster as it simulates win-
ter. Some of the harder shelled seeds will also benefit
from a little soak in warm water to soften up the out-
side shell, such as peas or nasturtiums.

If you have saved seeds from the previous year
dropping them into a small glass of water can also
help you tell which seeds are viable and which aren’t
The seeds which won’t produce a plant will float to
the top and the good seeds will sink to the bottom. I
will also sometimes germinate the seeds by placing
them between damp paper towels, covering them with
plastic wrap and setting them in a dark place for a few
days. Check them everyday to make sure that the pa-
per towels have not dried out. Within 24 hours or so
you will begin to see the new plants peeking out of
their shell. Let them go like this until you have a seed-
ling at least and inch or two, then carefully lift them
out and plant them into your potting medium. Place

them either in a sunny window or under plant lights,
misting them everyday lightly. Make sure that you
soil does not get too wet or the seedlings will rot.
Many plants have died from too much care. Grow
lights can be found anywhere nowadays. You can
simply purchase a grow light bulb and place it in any
of your lamps. You may find you also benefit from
the simulated sunlight. I find that grow lights help
those who suffer from seasonal affective disorder.

Of course if you live in an area where you can
plant outside at any time of the year simply set your
seed trays outside in a protected area of your garden.

When tending your garden please do not use
weed killers and pesticides, hand pulling of weeds is a
lot of work, but you will find that you will have a
more personal relationship with your plants. You may
also end up a little healthier. There are many benefi-
cial insects that can be introduced to the garden that
will take care of the nasty little critters whom are eat-
ing their fill of your favorite rose bush. You can also
hand pick critters off, my cousin used to get paid a
penny for every aphid she collected when she was a
child. You can also spray a light coat of either olive
oil and water or dish soap and water to take care of
many destructive insects. Get a book on gardening
and read, read, read. Knowledge is power.
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way that best suits us. We can also appreciate the
gifts of our fellows and realize that they were
given to compliment, not compete with, our own.
We will begin to understand, as Slow Turtle re-
minds us, that each one of us is special.

Imbolc is considered the "Feast of Stirring" in
Keltrian Tradition. It may be a good idea at this
Imbolc feast for Keltrians to ask the Goddess of

Fire in the Head, Heart, and Hearth what gifts we
possess that She can help us “stir up” -- espe-
cially if we are not sure of our gifts yet or how to
use them. And even those of us already familiar
and comfortable with the development of our
own gifts might do well to humbly request Her
assistance with the wise use of those gifts.

May the Fiery Arrow of Imbolc be your in-
spiration and your guide!

- The Topaz Owl
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