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The 2009 Annual Golden Oak Awards[image: image2.png]



(The second annual "Oakie" Awards) 

The Druid Academy Nomination Award Committee (DANAC) consists of a member drawn from six different Druid organizations that share a historical connection to each other and are primarily located in North America. The DANAC members wish to learn more about happenings in their own group, and in other groups, and encourage the best works of modern Druids by acknowledging their annual accomplishments. 

The six judges are not official representatives elected by their respective groups, but were actually hand-picked experts by Michael Scharding, because he thought they were extremely knowledgeable famous folk who knew well both their own organization and the activities of other modern Druid groups. Therefore, their votes are therefore only a personal preference, not representative of any endorsement by their organizations. 

· Tony Taylor of Henge of Keltria (HoK) tony_taylor@keltria.org 
· Skip Ellison of Ar nDraiocht Fein (ADF) skip@skipellison.usv 
· Michael Scharding of the Reformed Druids of North America (RDNA) mikerdna@hotmail.com 

· Ellen Evert Hopman of Order of the White Oak (OWO) saille333@mindspring.com  with the assistance of JC "Craig" Melia in 2009.
· Ellis Arseneau of the  Reformed Druids of Gaia (RDG) pendderwydd@reformed-druids.org 
· Thomas Harris of the Missionary Order of the Celtic Cross (MOCC) [previously known as Reformed Druidic Wicca, RDW]  ra_sput1n@yahoo.com (note the underscore) who was not available for voting in 2009.
In the first round, each judge could nominate up to two entries for each of the ten categories of awards, choosing Druids who belong to any of these six organizations. Naturally, most judged nominated entries from within their own group, which they knew the best.  
In the second round, each of the judges could vote for one entry from each of ten categories, but could not vote for their own nominee.  If any nominee received two or more votes in the second round, then it was declared a winner.  If a nominee received only one other vote, then it was declared to be an “honorable mention”.   Most winner decisions were not unanimous.
Winners will receive a check for $33.33, a certificate, and a blessed bronze oak leaf in the mail this summer. Kudos and congratulations to all the entries!

Note: If you wish to enter a piece into the next 2010 Golden Oak Awards of the DANAC committee, then send an e-mail to one of those judges that you know (from any group), listing a work from one of the eleven categories that was first released or completed between December 21 2009 and December 21, 2010. The judges may designate an alternative judge if they would like to not participate in 2010. Different rules or categories may be used next year possibly. 
The results of the voting were as follows:
1. Most interesting internal grove project begun or completed in 2009 Non-exhaustive examples include: liturgical design, fund- raising, recruitment, education, development, site-planning, web- development, meeting style, festival/meeting idea, etc. 
NO ENTRIES, NO WINNER.

2. Inspiring external project begun in 2009 by a grove or member (s) of ADF, Keltria, RDNA, MOCC, OWO, RDG. Non-exhaustive examples include: activism, ecology, public outreach, legal moves, publishing, charity, civic involvement, interaction with other religious organization, etc. 
WINNER #1:  Ellen Evert Hopman of OWO.  saille333@mindspring.com   elleneverthopman.com

For her  Sacred Circle TV interview recorded in June 1999 and released online in August 2009, in 4 parts, at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9J7kSImvDbU as she presents a ritual and discussion of Druidism as practice in England and the United States.   These kinds of interviews and presentations on-line is crucial for public outreach.
More on Sacred Circle TV at : http://AthenaProductions.net; http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/Ellen...      http://SacredCircleTV.org   
3. Greatest hardship overcome in 2009 by a member of ADF, Keltria, RDNA, MOCC, OWO, RDG. Publicly admissible, of course, no gossip please. Non-exhaustive examples incluede: persecution, financial obstacles, medical impairments, isolation, time constraints, educational restraints, etc. 

WINNER #1: Isaac Bonewits (ADF, RDNA, Keltria, etc.)    ibonewits@neopagan.net 


	I’m been loosely following Isaac’s health lately, so we’re all very concerned for his fight against cancer, and his relentless continuation of Druidism at the same time.

As his website www.neopagan.net states: Yes, it's true, Isaac has cancer in the vicinity of his root chakra. As of December 30th, he has finished what we hope will be the only rounds of chemotherapy and radiation treatments. He seems to be doing reasonably well and we are both grateful for the prayers and donations that are keeping our heads above water in this stressful time. Read our blog for occasional updates and our Facebook Fan Page for daily notes and news. All healing energies sent our way will be gratefully accepted. We are auctioning special autographed [image: image1.png]


editions of our books at eBay to raise money for the cancer bills (search under "Bonewits" and look for books labeled "Cancer Fund".)
WINNER #2: Maudhnait of Keltria  Muadhnait@gmail.com    for her many struggles to surmount the obstacles during and after Cody’s passing.


4. Best Poem or song released in 2009 by a member of ADF, Keltria, RDNA, MOCC, OWO, RDG. 
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WINNER #1:  “The Labyrinth” by RDG Druid Scott Schumacher, scott@northerndruid.net 
Come walk with me 
Through forests and meadows 
We can wind around trees 
Turning ever inward 
Spinning ever outward 
Come walk on the edge with me 
Far from everything we know 
We can stretch our legs 
Run and play 
Sit and relax a while 
Come walk with me on a spiral path 
Returning to people and places we love 
We can revel in our greetings 
Mourn our goodbyes 
Cherish every memory 
Come walk with me on a sacred journey 
Through the labyrinth of life 
We can find the center 
Take the final turn 
Loving our forever path 
WINNER #2:  “The Earth Spoke” by RDG/RDNA Druid Jon Pagano, ODAL mithriljean@yahoo.com
The earth spoke,
As an oracle
In a language
Known only
To the stars
And the wind
It spoke,
And the animals listened,
It sang,
And the trees whispered along,
It dreamed,
And the stones just waited
It watched,
And the sky turned,
From pink to blue to red
It sighed,
And the wind rushed from
One end of the Earth
To the next
In obeisance
It thought,
And the stars twinkled above
The animals paused,
Ears cocked,
Eyes trained on the source of the sound;
The trees mimicked,
Each leaf,
Each branch
Repeated the call;
The stones breathed slowly,
Waiting for their next prompt
To motion;
The sky glowed,
With a message,
Encoded in hues;
The wind heard and understood,
Pondered the oracle,
And went on its way;
The stars saw the message as light,
And the responded in kind
And such is the Way:
The earth speaks,
The wind listens,
The stars shine,
The natural order feels,
And man continues on,
Unknowing
HONORABLE MENTION: Jon Pagano, RDG/RDNA, a poem, “My Own Land”, mithriljean@yahoo.com   In the Summer Solstice 2009, www.rdna.info/druidinquirer11.doc  

My Own Land

From Koad Grove

Give me my own land,

Where the trees will hold their proper place

As lords and ladies of the land

Standing tall as they reach 

For the Gods of the Sky

Standing firm as they commune

With the Gods of the Land

Reaching deep as they seek

The Gods of the Deep Waters

What a beautiful sight, 

The sun exalted in blue skies

Singular in its majesty 

Arc through the heavens

With nothing obscuring the sight

Yet what a wonder

To see the Bright One

Filtered through the endless leaves

Stream down in Ogham

That plays upon the ground

With each passing breeze,

A different message

With each subtle breath

A new way of seeing

With each moving cloud

A story in telling

The trees have free reign

On this land, free of trespass

The will grow where they will

And flourish as they must

There will be groves that form,

This is natural in the wild

There will be straight pathways,

This too is part of the norm

There will be avenues of arbours,

That calls to the Sun

There will be mazes and mysteries

In this land full of trees

Give me my own land

From here to horizon

Give me my own land

And I will give it away

The Gods will walk there,

Amongst pine, oak, and maple

Stand in the virtue of

Land, sea, and sky

To the new sun rising,

I open my palm,

Breeze and leaf

Murmur and flow

To the bright moon observing,

I hold up my face

To capture the light

Ghostly I walk,

Through the dark and the night

To the quiet forest,

In deepest of darkness

I hold myself still

I raise my own branch

Up to the sky,

I whisper a prayer,

To the deepest of Night:

“Swallow me whole

“In this infinite shadow”

The stars slowly flicker,

Then silence

For the Summer Solstice, 2009

©2009 for the Ogmic Press
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5. Best work of art completed or released in 2009 by a member of ADF, Keltria, RDNA, MOCC, OWO, RDG. Non exhaustive examples: painting, drawing, sculpture, digital art, clay, collage, photography, etc. Dance choreography will be considered if an internet video is provided. Collaborating artists will receive a single prize. 

NO ENTRIES, NO WINNER.
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6. Best craftwork completed or released in 2009 by a member of ADF, Keltria, RDNA, MOCC, OWO, RDG. Non exhaustive examples: leatherwork, metalwork, clothing, needlepoint, moulding, weaving, jewelry, basketry, woodwork, stonework, etc. Food, drink, cosmetics and brewing can't be tested easily enough in disparate parts of the U.S. Collaborative craftspeople will receive a single prize. 
WINNER #1   Sebastien Beaudoin (RDNA, Canada) celticoak@persona.ca 
for various further Earthenworks.  He was a Oakie in 2008 for some pots.  The gallery of three pieces can be viewed at http://www.raymond.sanderregier.com/UIS/SBeaudoin.html 

7. Best academic book released in 2009 by a member of ADF, Keltria, RDNA, MOCC, OWO, RDG. At least 50 pages in length, can be on any subject somehow applicable to "Druidism", modern or ancient, such as history, religion, crafts, art, philosophy, spirituality, ethnicity, language, etc. 

NO ENTRIES, NO WINNER.
8. Best novel released in 2009 by a member of ADF, Keltria, RDNA, MOCC, OWO, RDG. At least 50 pages in length with a Druidical bent. 

WINNER:  The Priestess in the Forest by Ellen Evert Hopman (OWO), saille333@mindspring.com   elleneverthopman.com
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This is the first of two novels, available on amazon.com, following the travails and tribulations of Ethne, a young Druidess called from her contemplative life as a healer into the roiling maelstrom of the royal court life of Ireland in the 3rd or 4th century.  Although spared the Roman legions, one of the more aggressive forms of Roman Christianity, had begun making deep inroads into the courts of Ireland, seeking to unseat the ancient religion of the peoples of Ireland.  Various forces for tradition and change struggle for supremacy for the high kingship of Ireland, and with it, the power to tilt the favor towards the forces of the new or old religion.  The well-researched historical fictional novel is especially stuffed with bits of herbal folklore and interwoven lore of the change of the seasons; not to mention a passionate romance.   The sequel, "The Druid's Isle", was released the following year in 2010, and is also available now.

9. Best short story released in 2009 by a member of ADF, Keltria, RDNA, MOCC, OWO, RDG. Under 50 pages in length with a Druidical bent.

WINNER #1   The Black Crow Calls"  byDruid Jeffery Heyer (RDG) 
It can be read at http://druidsegg.reformed-druids.org/newssamhain09-07.htm
WINNER #2   Imbolc By Jackie Greer, Triple Horse Clan Grove (RDNA)
Imbolc.  Awaken from a Winter of cold, gloom and aloneness.  Journey in spirit beyond the clouds and fog.  See the Bear, hidden all Winter in her cave-den, her heart barely beating and her breath slowed to a whisper. 

Ever so slowly, her sluggish body feels the first stirrings of movement. Her heart beats a bit faster. Her eyes open.  Her hideaway is still freezing cold, but the rhythms in her body respond to the Earth’s first faint trembling. She gradually wakes, stirs and looks around her den, finding all still well after her long slumber. Soon, very soon, it will be time to look for nourishment for her Winter-starved body. 

She rests a bit longer, stretching life into her weak, unused muscles. She slowly rises and lumbers to the entrance of her den. 

With a start, you realize she is speaking, not with words but heartbeat to heartbeat and soul to soul. 

“I wake, not in a rush, not to a jangling alarm clock, but to the gentle voice of the Earth, her perfect heart-rhythm, not a moment before She calls me to wake and not a moment after.

“I wasted away like your Spirit as the golden sunlight and rich bounty of Autumn gave way to the bleak cold winds of Winter. I hid in my cave, sleeping, resting, nursing my wounds.

“Have you  nursed your wounds all Winter, locked inside with your hurts, angry at those who betrayed you? Has your soul withered to a shell, a façade that has lost its hope, desolate in the knowledge that it will never grow again? Never feel warmth or beauty again?”

“Yes,” you manage to whisper despite your shock at Her insight. “What is left for me but a meaningless, endless procession of same-days, with nothing but grey, lifeless skies reflected in a grey, lifeless spirit?”

“The winter has been long and hard for you too, my Child,” she answers gently. “Your soul aches for warmth, for light, for color. I have heard your heart-cry and I am here.”

To your astonished eyes, the Bear’s brown, shaggy body dissolves into emerald light. A beautiful maiden stands in her place, wrapped in a brilliant green kirtle pulsing with light from within. Her brow is tattooed with a waxing crescent moon and her young, unwrinkled face shines with the brilliance of sunlight. In her slender hands she holds a bearskin robe, tanned to pillow softness.

Your eyes fill with tears as she wraps the cloak around you and you feel warm and cherished as you thought you never would again.

“I am Bridhe, Lady of the Holy Well that refreshes the Earth anew each Spring until the trees cannot help but blossom forth in joy. I am the Light illuminating your soul even in times of darkness. I am the newborn lamb gamboling in tender new green grass, the bear cub ball of fluff rolling down the hillside in play, the crocus and daffodil that find their way from the Earth’s cold depths to warmth and light and praise the Sun God with color and beauty. 

“I have returned, my child, bringing heartfelt tears and spring rains to wash your soul.  I bring light to warm your bones, color to refresh your eyes and inspiration to guide you to new insights and new ways of sharing them with your Clan. Your Clan needs you. Wake, dear heart, ask the Trees their names, feel the pulsing energy of the Stones. My Awen, my flame, brings your heart alive again to join the ancient drumbeat of the Earth. “

You bow your head in awe. “Thank you,” you whisper. You look up, and she had dissolved into a million emerald stars that settle gently on the newly-green hillside. 
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HONORABLE MENTION #1:  Battle of the Three Wizards,  by Mike Scharding, 3 pages  

Viewable at www.rdna.info/druidinquirer10.doc     mikerdna@hotmail.com 

10. Best "Druidical" essay or article released or printed in 2009 by a member of ADF, Keltria, RDNA, MOCC, OWO, RDG 

WINNER #1   Talking about the Elephant , a book of essays, with an essay in there by Jenne Micale of Keltria. dulcimergoddess@hotmail.com   

The excellent book is available at www.amazon.com 
Her other work can be seen at at the  music Web site, www.kwannon.net, and a grove blog, http://whitecatgrove.wordpress.com/.

WINNER #2   On Raising Children – by Irony Sade of RDNA Doc.Druid@Gmail.com 
Viewable in the Oimelc 2009 issue at www.rdna.info/druidinquier06.doc 

HONORABLE MENTION: Two Seasons Three Worlds…. by Ellen Evert Hopman saille333@mindspring.com   elleneverthopman.com 
Reprinted in the Druid Inquirer, Beltane 2010 www.rdna.info/druidinquirer16.doc   this can be read there after May 1, 2010 publishing. 

11. Best movie or video-clip or instructional video, released or revised in 2009, that advances the positive perception of Druidism in some way produced by a member of ADF, Keltria, RDNA, [image: image7.jpg]


MOCC, OWO, or RDG. 

WINNER #1 Tribeways Podcast (ADF), 
A podcast of news, music, songs, poetry and essays by ADF.  You are highly recommended to subscribe to their production.    http://www.adf.org/podcast/subscribe.html
Tribeways | The ADF Podcast is a selection of recordings broadcast each High Day featuring liturgy, essays, reviews, chants, poetry, music, workshops and celebrations from ADF members.  Tribeways was started in 2008 after much discussion on various lists. Jack Cole, Senior Druid for Wild Onion Grove volunteered to take on the challenge of getting the project off the ground. Jack tirelessly worked hard to work out the bugs and put together an operating system and a year's worth of podcast before handing the project off to me. My goal is to continue the work that Jack has started, streamlining some of the process and allowing the podcast to continue to evolve. For those of you who have submitted work in the past a bighearted thank you, for those of you who haven't...what are you waiting for? Much like Oak Leaves the podcast is a reflection of ADF and its membership. The more people are actively submitting material the better the over-all project becomes. My promise is to make the best druid/pagan podcast being produced. I'll do my part—will you? 

WINNER #2 Irony Sade (RDNA) with video playing harp Doc.Druid@Gmail.com 
 http://www.esf.edu/success/sade.htm playing  and talking about Wire Strung Harps.
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HONORABLE MENTION:  Ellen Evert Hopman (OWO) Celtic Cosmology saille333@mindspring.com   elleneverthopman.com
DVD Review by Rev. Sean W. Harbaugh Senior Druid – Sierra Madrone Grove

Ellen Hopman is one of the leading voices of the Celtic Reconstructionist movement today.  Her new video, Celtic Cosmology, is a lecture on the fundamental structure of the Celtic cosmos.  Celtic Cosmology is intended for an audience just grasping the concept of Celtic Reconstructionism, and Hopman delivers a detailed description of the Celtic universe.  To paraphrase Hopman, she states early in the video that Celtic Reconstructionism is about taking as much as possible from the Celtic past from scholarly sources, and recreating as much as possible in a modern ritual format.  As someone who views himself a Celtic Reconstructionist, I was interested in this video and how Hopman would present Celtic cosmology.

According to Hopman, the Celtic cosmos consists of several divisions: two seasons (summer and winter), three cauldrons, four treasures, and five directions.  The Celtic cosmology also consists of the world below the ground (the world of the dead and of water), the fire above, and the tree that connects them.  The tree centered universe connecting the three worlds is similar to ADF’s cosmology, and the two systems share the water below and the fire above.  The concept of recognizing directions differs from ADF cosmology, although in some ADF hearth cultures, this is done in ritual.  ADF recognizes hearth cultures throughout the ancient Indo-European world, whereas Hopman’s cosmology centers on Celtic—most notably Irish. 

Hopman’s gives an easy to understand delivery of Celtic Reconstructionism, and she gives a great deal of detail of the Celtic cosmos.  Her delivery is descriptive, and someone who has little or no knowledge of druidry will understand what she is talking about.  Hopman also describes the druid order she belongs to, the Order of the White Oak, and how they are dedicated to Celtic Reconstructionism. 

The video is informative and easy to follow, but there are a few negatives.  The sound quality is poor.  Although the opening music was at a normal volume, Hopman’s dialog was very low; therefore, I needed to adjust my volume up dramatically to hear her speak.  The video was poorly edited, and there are places where the viewer can see where it was paused and restarted.  

Beside the audio issues, I was also troubled with several of the statements Hopman makes during her presentation.  For example, Hopman states that the Celts invented the sausage, which is debatable.  The first historical mention of sausage is in Homer’s Odyssey in the 9th century BCE.  Other troubling assertions include, “If you’re going to do Celtic ritual, you must make offerings to water”, “if you are going to be a druid, you must study Hinduism”, and “Hinduism is the same religion (as druidry)”.  Also, Hopman’s description of the Indo-European migrations is still hotly disputed in scholarly circles, and she delivers her theories of the Indo-European Black Sea migrations as fact.  I also found that her negative description of her experiences of past involvement in the Neopagan druid movement as unnecessary in a video describing the Celtic Reconstructionist movement.

In conclusion, Hopman delivers a very good description of the Celtic Reconstructionist movement, and members of ADF will recognize the similarities in cosmology.  The video is geared toward people with little knowledge of druidry.  I would recommend this video to those newer ADF members who want a nice explanation of druidry and the three worlds, although at $20 plus shipping, I believe the DVD could be priced a little more affordable.  Hopman’s Celtic Cosmology is nearly identical to ADF cosmology, and new members starting on the ADF Dedicant Program could find this video useful to help them understand the three realms that both cosmologies share.  

Ellen’s new DVD on Celtic Cosmology is now available for $20.00 plus $4.00 for s/h. (send to POB 219, Amherst, MA 01004).  For the same price you can order a VHS (video) or DVD of Pagans – The Wheel of the Year (a look at rituals from many Pagan traditions including songs, chants, original music, and poetry) or a DVD of Gifts from the Healing Earth (hands on herbalism and kitchen medicines).

12. Lifetime Achievement Award
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Winner: Isaac Bonewits, 
A unanimous decision, for his 33 years of publications, organizing activity, presentations, wit, humor, research and dedication to Druidism.  A giant in the field, known by all.  May he have another bountiful 33 years to inspire and harrangue the rest of us.
He will receive this special engraved trophy, with the beguiling general shape of a Druid Sigil, set in a velvet lined case.
